2                      PASSION   FOR   TRAVELLING.

mankind under the different influences of different
climates, customs, and laws, and to investigate
with unwearied solicitude the moral and physical
distinctions that separate and diversify the various
nations of the earth.

I am bound to believe that this direction of my
faculties and energies has been ordained by a wise
and benevolent Providence, as a source of consola-
tion under an affliction which closes upon me all
the delights and charms of the visible world.    The
constant occupation of the mind, and the continual
excitement of mental and bodily action, contribute
to diminish, if not to overcome, the sense of depri-
vation which must otherwise have   pressed  upon
me; while the gratification of this passion scarcely
leaves leisure for despondency, at the same time
that it supplies me with inexhaustible means  of
enjoyment.    When I entered the naval service I
felt an irresistible impulse to become acquainted
with as many parts of the world as my professional
avocations would permit, and I was determined not
to rest satisfied until I had completed the circum-
navigation of the globe.    But at the early age of
twenty-five, while these resolves were strong, and
the enthusiasm of youth was fresh and sanguine,
my present affliction came upon me.    It is impos-
sible to describe the state of my mind at the pros-
pect of losing my sight, and of being, as I then
supposed, deprived by that misfortune of the power
of indulging in my cherished project.    Even the